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Vet Tech Program Applicant Required Clinical Experience 

 
 

All program applicants are required to spend a minimum of 8 hours observing in a veterinary 
clinical setting, shadowing a Licensed Veterinary Medical Technician. The enclosed “Clinical 
Experience” document must be signed by the supervising veterinarian and submitted with your 
packet. 

Recommended LVMT Tasks to Observe 
 

The following tasks are commonly performed by LVMT’s in private practice. During your 8 hour 
clinical observation, try to observe as many of these as possible. Do not feel limited by this list, 
as there are many other duties performed by experienced technicians. 

1. Communicating with and educating clients: 
a. In the exam room 
b. At the front desk 
c. On the telephone 

2. Performing laboratory procedures. 
3. Preparing prescription medications. 
4. Calculating drugs and anesthetic doses. 
5. Inducing anesthesia; monitoring a patient under anesthesia and recovering a patient 
from anesthesia. 
6. Prepping a patient for surgery, assisting in surgery, providing post-op patient care. 
7. Performing dental prophylaxis. 
8. Recording information in a medical record or drug log. 
9. Performing venipuncture; administering IV, IM and SQ injections 
10. Administering treatments or providing patient care. 
11. Performing diagnostic radiography. 
12. Restraining a patient for procedures. 

Advice for Prospective Vet Tech students when fulfilling the 
Clinical Experience 

 
Selecting a veterinary hospital: 

• Do you have pets? If yes, try your veterinarian first. 
• Try larger practices that have more veterinarians and technicians on staff. 
• Not all veterinarians are as welcoming as others, so always be polite but 

persistent. 

Before you visit the Vet Hospital: 
• Realize that you are asking a favor. 
• Vets are protective of their business and clients. You will be seen as a 

representative of the practice. Look and act your best. 
• When you arrive, be sure that you’re well dressed, well groomed and polite. 
• Look people in the eye and introduce yourself. 
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• Consider removing facial piercings and covering tattoos. Veterinary medicine is a 
conservative field and like it or not, first impressions matter. 

• Call a few days prior to let them know you’re coming and what time. Arrive 5 
minutes before the proposed meeting time. DO NOT BE LATE! 

The day of your visit to the hospital: 
• You may not get to meet the veterinarian. Interact politely with whomever you 

meet. 
• Look people in the eye and explain your goal- that you’re attending vet tech 

school in the fall at CSCC and you want to experience time in a vet hospital to 
ensure this is the right path for you. 

• Be sure they realize that we are not asking you to actually do anything- only 
observe. 

• Take a copy of the “Vet Clinical Experience Form” with you and leave it for the 
veterinarian to read. Then follow-up in a few days. Be sure to tell them a day you 
will do this. 

 
After your visit: 

• Follow-up on the agreed day and time either with a visit or phone call. 
• Send a handwritten card thanking them for their time. 

 
During your clinical experience: 

• Dress appropriately and arrive on time. 
• Ask the staff where they’d like you to stand when observing procedures. 
• Do not pet any animal without permission first. 
• Ask questions, but wait for the appropriate time (ex: not in the middle of a serious 

procedure or in front of the client). 
• Do not talk too much. 
• It’s fine to volunteer to help, but only perform duties they’ve asked or given you 

permission to do. 
• Observe everything. Pay particular attention to the LVMT. 

When your clinical experience is complete: 
• Be sure to thank them for their time. 
• A handwritten note will be appreciated. 
• Make sure you have your “Vet Clinical Experience Form” completed. 

 



Columbia State Community College is an AA/EOE Educational Institution.  

Veterinary Clinical Experience Form 
Dear Dr.: 

Firsthand experience in a veterinary practice helps potential Veterinary Technology students 
understand the demands of our profession. We ask our prospective students to observe what 
credentialed technicians do in their jobs. A total of 8 hours is required of our applicants. The 
goal of the experience is to help the prospective student make an informed decision about 
pursuing this degree and profession. Ideally the student will spend a significant portion of the 
time with the technical staff 

Thank you for providing the opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Julie Anderson, DVM 
Program Director, Veterinary Technology 
janderson90@columbiastate.edu 
(931) 540-2743 

Please complete the following and return to applicant for submission. 

I, the undersigned veterinarian, licensed in the state of , 

acknowledge that has spent at least 8 hours 
Print applicant name 

observing veterinary clinical settings. This exposure could best be described as: (circle one) 

Small animal practice 
Mixed animal practice 
Food and fiber animal practice 
Equine practice 
Other practice   

Please describe 

Name of practice/clinic 

Veterinarian Name (printed) Veterinarian’s Signature 

Mailing address City State Zip 

Date 

mailto:janderson90@columbiastate.edu

	Veterinary Technology Program Application Packet
	Read this packet thoroughly and submit completed documents to the Program Director by March 1st. We accept up to 32 first year students. Applications submitted late or incomplete may be considered after admittance of completed, on time applications.
	Student Id Number (current CSCC students): _A
	Telephone Numbers:
	Email Address:
	List any experience you have in the veterinary field.
	I certify that the information furnished is complete and correct.
	1. What will I be doing as a Vet Tech student at CSCC?
	3. Do I need to submit academic transcripts?
	Columbia State Community College Office of Records

	Recommended LVMT Tasks to Observe
	Advice for Prospective Vet Tech students when fulfilling the Clinical Experience
	Selecting a veterinary hospital:
	Before you visit the Vet Hospital:
	The day of your visit to the hospital:
	After your visit:
	During your clinical experience:
	When your clinical experience is complete:
	VetTechApp@ColumbiaState.edu

	Veterinary Clinical Experience Form
	Please complete the following and return to applicant for submission.

	AUTOBIOGRAPHY
	Columbia State Community College TECHNICAL STANDARDS AGREEMENT



